
1 
 

 
 

HALLMARK MEDIA NAMES YAN-KAY CRYSTAL LOWE AS FIRST PARTICIPANT 
IN MAKE HER MARK WOMEN’S DIRECTING PROGRAM 

 
Lowe to Shadow Director Jessica Harmon on New Hallmark Channel Original Movie,  

“Dream Moms”, Currently in Production 

February 21, 2023, NEW YORK –– In the wake of last weekend’s Directors Guild of America Awards, Hallmark 

Media, dedicated to increasing representation of women behind the camera, proudly announces the selection of 

Yan-Kay Crystal Lowe (“Signed, Sealed, Delivered”), as the inaugural participant in its Make Her Mark 

Women’s Directing Program.  

Conceived and founded by long-time Hallmark talent and creative collaborator, Ashley Williams (“Amber 

Brown”; “How I Met Your Mother”; “Jim Gaffigan Show”; “Sister Swap: A Hometown Holiday”; “Two Tickets to 

Paradise”), Make Her Mark is an in-depth, on the job mentorship program that allows aspiring female filmmakers 

to shadow established directors throughout the entire production process of a Hallmark movie. Ultimately, each 

candidate will direct her own Hallmark film, with the same mentor assuming the role of shadow and executive 

producer.  

For the initiative’s first pairing, Lowe will join established Hallmark director, Jessica Harmon (“A Paris Proposal, 

“Game Set Love”, “Rip in Time”), on the set of “Dream Moms”, a Hallmark Channel original movie currently in 

production and slated to air Mother’s Day weekend.  

"As a female filmmaker, I know all too well the feeling of being told, ‘no,’ and I am absolutely thrilled to partner 

with Hallmark on Make Her Mark, a program that says, ‘yes’, by empowering, training, and supporting women 

directors and giving them much-deserved opportunities to bring their creative vision to the screen,” said Williams. 

“Crystal blows me away with her intelligence, experience, and willingness to roll up her sleeves and jump right 

into the business of learning and making movies. I look forward to that moment when she is a mentor herself 

and joins me in paying it forward and opening the door for the many women who will come after her."   

“I was so excited to hear about the Make Her Mark Women’s Directing Program, an initiative that supports 

female filmmakers,” said Lowe. “I am so grateful to Ashley Williams and Hallmark for selecting me as the 

program’s first participant and for their vision and leadership. I am also thrilled to be shadowing Jessica Harmon, 

one of the most gifted and generous directors I’ve worked with, and I look forward to paying everything I learn 

from her forward. Filmmaking is often a long and lonely journey and can feel impossible at times, so receiving 

this news is a reminder that with hard work and perseverance anything is possible.” 

“We worked tirelessly with Ashley over the last two years to get Make Her Mark off the ground and it is so 

rewarding to reach this point of actualization, to finally put this important initiative into motion,” said Hallmark 

Media EVP of Programming Lisa Hamilton Daly. “Crystal has worked with us for years in front of the camera and 

her professionalism, creative instincts, and enthusiastic interest in the filmmaking process made it clear that she 

was the ideal candidate to help us inaugurate the program.”  
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Make Her Mark was originally announced last August during the Television Critics Association tour. 

ABOUT HALLMARK MEDIA 
Owned and operated by Hallmark Cards, Inc., Hallmark Media is home to Hallmark Channel, Hallmark Movies & Mysteries, and Hallmark 

Drama. Hallmark Channel features an ambitious slate of new, original content, including movies, scripted series, and annual specials. 

Hallmark Channel is also home to the popular annual holiday franchise Countdown to Christmas featuring a 24/7 lineup of holiday 

programming. Hallmark Movies & Mysteries is a 24-hour cable network featuring a unique mix of new, original movies and acquired series 

focused on the lighter side of the suspense and mystery genres. The network also features its own annual holiday programming franchise, 

Miracles of Christmas. Hallmark Drama showcases the rich legacy of the Hallmark Hall of Fame library and spotlights movies and series 

from Hallmark Media’s collection of original dramatic content. Hallmark Media is also home to Hallmark Movies Now, the company’s 

subscription streaming service, which offers commercial-free, feel-good movies and series from Hallmark Channel, Hallmark Movies & 

Mysteries, and more, including exclusive content you can’t find anywhere else.  

 

For more information, please visit www.crownmediapress.com 

 

Hallmark Channel on Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest 

Hallmark Movies & Mysteries on Social Media: Facebook, Twitter 

Hallmark Drama on Social Media: Facebook, Twitter 

Hallmark Movies Now on Social Media: Facebook, Twitter 
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